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NEWPORT  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


Health  Department, 

Civic  Centre, 

Newport. 

Lst  Marcli,  1951. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
acting  as  the  Fort  Health  Autborifg. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  lieport  for  tlie  year  1950.  It  is  made  in 
accordance  with  tlie  Regulations  of  tlie  Ministry  of  Health  which 
prescribe  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  their  Circular 
No.  103/50,  dated  12th  October,  1950. 

The  proportions  contributed  by  the  various  Riparian  Authorities 
towards  expenses  incurred  by  the  Port  Health  Authority  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1950  are  as  follows:  County  Borough  of  Newport, 
94.01  per  cent. ; the  Rural  District  Council  of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons,  .53 
per  cent. ; City  and  County  Borough  of  Cardiff,  5.46  per  cent. 

I— AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1950 
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127,556 

6 
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3 
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Total  Foreign 

625 

768,951 

34 

601 

49 

47 

15 

COASTWISE— 

Steamers 

1419 

722,445 

677 

65 

65 
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’■‘Motor 
j|  Sailing 
] Fishing 

830 

160 

333,057 

38,047 
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10 

10 

Total  Coastwise 
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1,093,549 

1151 

75 

75 
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Total  Foreign  & 

3034 

1,862,500 

34 

1752 

124 
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18 

Coastwise  ... 

’■'Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  Steamers. 
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11— ('HARACTEU  OF  TRADE  UE  PORT 

Tke  Trade  is  cliiefly  Cargo,  altliougli  tliere  are  excellent  facilities  tor 
pasvseug-er  traffic.  The  pavssengers  during-  the  year  were  95  “ inwards  ” 
and  250  “ outwards.” 


Table  B 

{a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1950 


No.  of  Passengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Transmigrants 

Inwards 

95 

— 

— 

— 

Outwards  ... 

250 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Countries  from  which  passengers  principally  arrive:  — 

Scandinavian,  Continental,  Mediterranean,  Canada,  E.S.A., 
Mauritius  and  South  Africa. 

(6)  Cargo  Traffic 

Principal  Imports. — Iron  Ore,  Bauxite,  Timber,  Pitwood,  Fertilizers, 
Steel  Billets  and  Slabs,  Aluminium,  Machinery  and  parts  thereof.  Fruit 
Juice,  Apple  Pomace,  Bulbs,  Plants  and  General  Merchandise. 

Prinicipal  Exports. — Coal,  Iron  and  Steel  Rails,  Steel  Tubes,  Tin, 
Steel  and  Blockplates,  Machinery  and  Structural  Ironwork,  Motor  Cars 
and  Lorries,  Cement,  Livestock,  and  General  Merchandise. 

(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  Vessels  Arrived 

Aarhus,  Alexandria,  Algiers,  Amsterdam,  Antwerp,  Bakar, 
Bayonne,  Beira,  Bergen,  Bona,  Bordeaiix,  Boston,  Boulogne,  Bremen, 
Brest,  Caen,  Calcutta,  Casablanca,  Ceuta,  Copenhagen,  Cork,  Crotone, 
Delfzyl,  Dieppe,  Drammen,  Dublin,  Dubrovnik,  Dundalk,  Dunkirk, 
Durban,  Emden,  Eydeham,  Fiume,  Freetown,  Gdynia,  Gerum,  Ghent, 
Gothenburg,  Granville,  Halden,  Halifax  (N.S.j,  Halmstead,  Hamburg, 
Hamina,  Hennebont,  Honfleur,  Ijo-Roytta,  Karachi,  Karlshamn,  Kemi, 
La  Pallice,  Limerick,  Lisbon,  Lourenco  Marques,  Mahno,  Mantyluoto, 
Matanzas,  Merikavaia,  Montreal,  Nantes,  Narvik,  New  York,  Odense, 
Oslo,  Oxelosund,  Paris,  Pepel,  Philadelphia,  Porsgrun,  Port  Alfred,  Port 
Said,  Quebec,  Queenstown,  Randers,  Risor,  Rochefort,  Rosslare,  Rotter- 
dam, Rouen,  Sables  D’Alonue,  Safi,  Sibenik,  Skien,  Sligo,  St.  John 
(N.B.),  St.  Malo,  Sussac,  Tanga,  Tonnay  Charente,  Toppila,  Toulon, 
Trieste,  Trondheim,  JVabana,  Warnemunde,  Waterford,  Wexford, 
Ymuiden. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

Annual  Ileturn  by  tlie  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  for  the  year  ending 

3Ist  December,  1950. 


Number  Subjecttu  to 
detailed  Examination 
by  the  Medical  Inspector 

Certificates  Issued 

TOTAL 

Number  Inspected 
the  Medical  Inspeci 

Lunatic.  Idiot 

or  M.D. 

Undesirabie  for 

Medical  Reasons 

Physically 

Incapacitated 

Suffering  from  Acute 

Infectious  Disease 

Landing  necessary 

for  Adequate 

Medical  Examination 

Transmigrants. 

^a)  Total  Number 
of  Aliens  landing- 
at  the  Port 

35 

11 

2 

(b)  Aliens  refused 
[permission  to  land 
by  Immigration 
Officer 

(c)  Transmig’nts 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  Aliens 
arriving  at  the 

39 

15 

2 









__ 



Port 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  : 22 
Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  tlie  Medical  Inspector  : 2. 
VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Facilities  for  free  diagnosis  and  treatment,  inchiding  in-]iatient 
treatment,  for  all  seamen  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  are  provided 
at  tlie  Royal  Gwent  Hospital. 

The  Clinic  is  now  open  for  : — 

Males — 


Tuesdays,  9 a.m. 

Wednesdays,  2 p.m.  and  5 p.m. 

I Fridays,  6 p.m. 

j An  irrigation  department,  adjoining  tlie  Out-Patients’  Department 
j at  tlie  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  (open  daily)  provides  for  irrigation  treat- 
; ment  for  males  between  tlieir  attendances  at  tlie  medical  session. 

Notices  are  hung  up  at  Public  Lavatories  and  “ Public  House  ” 
j I Lavatories  giving  particulars  of  the  days  and  hours  of  the  Clinics.  Those 
,i|  in  and  near  the  docks  are  printed  in  four  languages  for  the  convenience 
of  foreign  seafaring  men. 
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The  Medical  Utticei'  iu  charge  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  (lliuic  at  the 
Itoyal  Gwent  Hospital  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  partienlars 
re  treatment  of  Seamen  who  visited  the  Port  during  the  year  : — 


British  Subjects, 

1950 

Foreigners 

Total 

White 

Colour- 

ed 

Total 

Average 
past  5 
years 

1950 

Av'age 
past  S 
years 

1950 

Average 

past 

5 years 

No.  of  Patients  Examined 

69 

15 

B4 

117  8 

41 

71-4 

125 

189-2 

Found  to  be  suffering  from — 

Syphilis 

7 

5 

12 

17-8 

H 

19-2 

20 

37-0 

Gonorrhoea 

35 

6 

41 

67-8 

18 

37-4 

59 

105-2 

Soft  Chancre 

1 

— 

1 

40 

3 

4-2 

4 

8-2 

Found  not  to  be  suffering  from 

Venereal  Disease 

26 

4 

30 

28-2 

12 

10  6 

42 

38  8 

Total  Attendances  ... 

134 

53 

187 

303-2 

63 

141-8 

250 

445-0 

The  nationalities  of  the  foreign  seamen  examined,  with  the  number 
found  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  in  brackets  were;  Chinese,  1 
(1);  Danish,  1 (1);  Dutch, 3 ( — );  Esthonian,  1 (1);  Finnish,  11  (9); 
French,  2 (1) ; Greek,  1 (1) ; Indian,  3 (2) ; Irish,  1 ( — ) ; Italian,  1 (1) ; 
Latvian,  3 (1);  Maltese,  1 (— ) ; Norwegian,  5 (4);  South  African,  1 (1) ; 
Soutli  American,  3 (3);  Spanish,  1 (1);  Swedish,  2 (2). 

The  book  (V.44)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  supplied  to  each 
seaman  patient  to  ensure  continuity  of  treatment  at  other  ports. 

The  total  number  of  seamen  examined  during  the  year  was  lower  by 
64.2  than  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

35.7  per  cent,  of  the  British  seamen  and  29.3  per  cent,  of  the  foreign 
seamen  examined  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease, 
compared  with  23.9  per  cent,  and  14.8  per  cent,  respectively  during  the 
previous  five  years. 

The  total  attendances  (250)  were  below  the  average  for  the  previous 
five  years  (445).  The  average  number  of  attendances  per  patient  was 
lower  also  (2.0)  compared  with  2.4  for  the  previous  five  years.  In  this 
matter  the  British  subjects,  with  2.2  attendances  per  patient,  did  slightly 
better  than  the  foreigners,  whose  average  per  patient  was  only  1.5. 
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TABLE  C 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Landed  From  Vessels 


Disease 

Number  during 

1950 

Average 
No.  of 
cases  for 
previous 

5 years 

Passengers 

Crew 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

1-0 

Dysentery 

•2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

1-6 

Measles 

•2 

Pleurisy 

■2 

Pneumonia 

•6 

Scabies 

2 

2 

30 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

.2 

Typhoid  Fever 

•? 

Typhus  (Murine) 

•8 

Venereal  Diseases 

9 

8 

2b'4 

Total 

13 

12 

350 

TABLE  D 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Occurring  on  Vessels  During  the 
Voyage  but  Disposed  of  Prior  to  Arrival 


Disease 

Number  during 

1950 

Average 
No.  of 
cases  for 
previous 

5 years 

Passengers 

Crew 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

•2 

Diphtheria 

•4 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Influenza 

7 

1 

•6 

Malaria 

3-2 

Measles 

•2 

Pneumonia 

•6 

Scabies  ... 

1-0 

Smallpox 

•2 

Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

•2 

Typhus  (Murine) 

•6 

Venereal  Diseases 

2 

2 

18-6 

Total 

.... 

12 

6 

25'8 

Forty-three  vessels  arrived  from  ports  infected  (or  suspected  to  be 
infected)  with  Plague,  Small  Pox  or  Typhus  Fever  during  tlie  year. 
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Tweuty-tive  cases  of  iutectious  sickness,  etc.,  occurred  during'  tlie 
voyages  to  Newport  or  after  arrival  here,  namely;  Erysipelas,  1; 
Influenza,  8;  Scabies,  2;  Tuberculosis,  3;  Venereal  Diseases,  11.  See 
Tables  C and  D. 


MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS 
Methods  oe  Deratisaxion 

Deratisation  of  vessels  under  the  International  Regulations  for  the 
])revention  of  Plague,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  private  firms  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Hydrogen  Cyanide  sprayed 
and  in  an  absorbed  form  for  liberation,  traps,  and  poison  baits  were  used 
for  tliis  purpose.  The  rat  population  around  the  docks  has  been  materially 
reduced  of  recent  years  by  special  attention  to  warehouses  and  other  places 
of  harbourage,  such  as  river  banks,  tips,  etc.  220  rats  were  destroyed  on 
these  premises  in  1950,  compared  with  599  in  1949.  On  board  ship  366 
rats  were  destroyed  as  against  1,701  in  1949. 


Rats  Destroyed  Dureng  1950 
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In  addition  750  rats  and  331  mice  were  destroyed  by  tlie  Docks  Ratcatcher. 

Tire  Autliority’s  Ratcatclier  was  off  duty  for  tlie  last  five  months  of  the 
year  and  no  figures  are  available  for  this  period. 


Table  G 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” Vessel  or  \ essels  from  Plague 

infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 
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HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES 
Table  J 

Classification  of  Nuisances 


Nationality 

of 

Vessel 

Number 
Inspected 
during  1 950 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
Defects 
through  Wear 
and  Tear 

Dirt,  Vermin 
and  Other 
Conditions 
Prejudicial 
to  Health 

British 

1,350 

— 

73 

102 

Other  Nations 

402 

— 

23 

16 

General  Inspection  of  Vessels 


7.1  per  cent,  of  the  1,752  vessels  inspected  during  the  year  had 
sanitary  defects  according  to  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  6.5  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  vessels  were  insanitary,  compared 
with  7.3  per  cent,  of  the  British  vessels.  Of  the  vessels  inspected  from 
foreign  ports,  8.1  per  cent,  had  sanitary  defects,  and  the  coavstwise 
vessels  6.5  per  cent. 


N ationality 
American  . . . 
Argentinian 
Belgian 
Brazilian  . . 
British 
Danish 
Dutch 

Egyptian  . . 

Finnish 

French 

German 

Greek 

Italian 

Norwegian 

Panamanian 

Portuguese 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Uruguayan 

Yugo-Slavian 


Percentage  with  Sanitary  Defects 


Dur 


ng  the  Year  1950 


0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

7.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.2 

0.0 


25.0 

57.1 

12.3 
61.5 

0.0 

0.0 

38.4 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 


The  types  of  nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  show  that  55.2  per  cent, 
of  the  nuisances  were  due  to  lack  of  care  and  sanitary  supervision  of  the 
living  quarters,  whilst  44.8  per  cent,  were  due  to  defective  structural 
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conditions,  including-  tliose  caused  through  wear  and  tear.  The  great 
majority  of  both  types  of  nuisances  could  have  been  avoided  by  stricter 
supervision  of  the  crew  and  attention  to  minor  structural  defects. 

With  regard  to  individual  nuisances  discovered,  dirty  and  verminous 
crews’  quarters,  berths,  washplaces,  and  messrooms  accounted  for  53.2 
per  cent.,  foul  water  closets  for  2.6  per  cent.,  and  defective  and  dirty  food 
lockers  27.7  per  cent. 

Lack  of  attention  to  fittings  and  structures,  including  defective  side 
ports,  heating  apparatus,  bunks  and  showers,  were  responsible  for  a large 
proportion  of  the  other  insanitary  conditions. 

Although  many  of  the  above  insanitary  conditions  are  no  doubt  due 
to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  crew,  the  “ ultimate  reponsibility,”  as 
stated  by  the  special  Committee  appointed  by  shipowners  to  enquire  into 
the  subject,  “ rests  upon  the  master,  and  the  degree  of  cleanliness  is  a 
criterion  of  the  discipline  of  the  ship.” 

The  Mercantile  Marine  is  still  one  of  the  greatest  industries  of  this 
country,  and  as  the  living  conditions  of  seamen  are  closely  connected  with 
their  work,  we  have  to  hear  in  mind  when  considering  Marine  Hygiene, 
the  industrial  welfare  and  the  diseases  associated  with  the  Service. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Particulars  of  the  food  imported  during  1950,  and  of  the  amount  of 
unsound  food  destroyed  or  otherwise  disposed  of  so  as  not  to  he  used  for 
human  food,  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  report  attached. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Collector  of  H.M.  Customs  and  his  “Preventive” 
Officers  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Pilotage  Board  for  affording  prompt  and 
valuable  assistance  at  all  times  in  carrying  oiit  preventive  work  in 
connection  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

I have  tlie  lionour  to  be. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

1).  E.  LAWRENCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INSPECTOE’S  EEPOET 


To  the  Chainnuii  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authoritg. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Eeport  for  the  year  1950. 

SHIP  INSPECTION 

Vessels  entering  the  Port  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking 
and  enquiries  made  concerning  the  health  of  the  crew,  the  occurrence  of 
any  sickness  during  the  voyage,  the  source  of  the  water  supply,  the  con- 
dition of  tanks  and  bilges,  and  tbe  presence  of  animals  or  parrots  on  board. 
The  deratisation  or  the  deratisation  exemption  certificate  is  inspected, 
and  if  found  to  be  in  order  the  invspector,  accompanied  by  a ship’s  officer, 
proceeds  to  the  examination  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  vessels,  point- 
ing out  any  defects  or  nuisances  and  suggesting  the  remedy  to  be  adopted. 
The  majority  of  the  shipping  companies  are  always  ready  and  willing  to 
remedy  any  nuisances  or  defects  on  their  vessels  which  have  been  brought 
to  their  notice  by  the  Inspector.  Serious  defects  to  structure  and  defects 
of  original  construction  are  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
Surveyor. 

During  the  year  1,752  vessels  were  inspected,  and  124  (7.1  per  cent.) 
of  them  were  found  to  have  nuisances  or  defects  on  board.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  serve  any  statutory  notices  with  regard  to  these  vessels. 
199  verbal  and  informal  notices  were  given,  as  a result  of  which 
practically  all  the  nuisances  and  defects  were  remedied  and  76  qua^^side 
nuisances  abated.  3,056  re-visits  were  made  to  vessels  in  connection  with 
sickness,  nuisances  and  defects,  rat  destruction,  and  to  vessels  from 
infected  areas. 

As  shown  in  Table  I,  1,350  British  and  402  foreign-owned  vessels 
were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  of  these  98  (7.3  per  cent.)  British  and 
26  (6.5  per  cent.)  foreign  were  found  to  have  nuisances  and  defects  on 
board.  601  of  the  vessels  were  from  foreign  and  1,151  from  coastwise 
ports,  the  numbers  found  to  be  insanitary  being  49  (8.1  per  cent.)  and 
75  (6.5  per  cent.)  respectively. 

Nuisances  and  Defects 

Dirt,  vermin  and  other  conditions  prejudicial  to  health  accounted 
for  118  (55.2  per  cent.),  and  structural  defects  caused  through  wear  and 
tear  96  (44.8  per  cent.)  of  the  total  found.  The  numbers  and  types  of 
nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  on  British-  and  foreign-owned  vessels, 
together  with  percentages,  are  shown  in  Tables  II  and  III.  Table  IV 
indicates  the  various  nuisances  dealt  with,  and  of  these  26.8  per  cent, 
were  due  to  the  verminous  condition  of  quarters  and  berths,  27.7  per  cent, 
to  dirty  and  defective  lockers,  19.3  per  cent,  to  dirty  quarters,  2.4  per 
cent,  to  defective  ports,  5.9  per  cent,  to  foul  and  defective  water  closets 
and  fittings,  and  7.0  per  cent,  to  dirty  messrooms  and  washplaces. 
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])iRT,  Ykrmin  AN])  Other  Oonhitions  PRE.THn)i(TAL  TO  Health 

Dirty  and  verminous  crews’  quarters,  foul  water  closets,  choked 
scuppers,  dirty  food  lockers,  and  accumulations  of  refuse  accounted  for 
the  majority  of  the  nuisances  under  this  heading-,  and  most  of  these 
conditions  could  have  been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  more  care  and 
stricter  supervision  of  the  crews. 


Although  a large  number  of  British  vessels  were  inspected  at  the 
termination  of  voyages  and  not,  as  in  the  case  of  foreign  vessels,  during 
the  course  of  voyages,  only  5.5  per  cent,  of  British  as  compared  with  3.7 
per  cent,  of  foreign  ships  recjuired  attention  on  accoimt  of  this  type  of 
nuisance. 

Both  the  number  of  vessels  and  the  number  of  rooms  dealt  with, 
during  the  year,  on  account  of  the  dirty  conditions  of  crews’  accommoda- 
tion were  slightly  higher  than  those  for  the  previous  year.  Whilst  the 
number  of  vessels  found  to  he  verminous  was  18  per  cent,  greater  and  the 
number  of  verminous  rooms  was  50  per  cent,  higher,  thus  indicating  that 
there  was  little  or  no  supervision  exercised  over  the  cleanliness  of  the  crew 
accommodation  on  some  vessels. 

The  cockroach  has  now  firmly  established  itself  as  the  chief  insect 
pest  on  vessels  and  accounts  for  nearly  96  per  cent,  of  the  number  of 
verminous  rooms  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

A considerable  number  of  vessels  are  now  carrying  and  using 
insecticides  during  their  voyages  and  it  was  noticeable  that  the  infesta- 
tion in  these  vessels  was  kept  down  to  a minimum,  if  not  entirely 
eradicated. 


When  vessels  weie  lieavily  infested  with  vermin,  disinfestation  wa? 
carried  out  by  means  of  the  4-cide  method  (pressure  spraying),  followed 
by  the  application  of  an  insecticide  powder,  by  applying  Gammaxene  oi 
Fumite  (D.D.T.),  or  by  fumigating  with  hydrogen  cyanide.  Slighi 
infestations  were  dealt  with  by  dismantling  bunks  and  fittings,  using  s 
blow  lamp  and  bv  hand  spraying  a liquid  insecticide  into  all  crevices. 


Strvc'tural  Defect.s  (’acsej)  THR()iT(iH  Wear  anj)  Tear 

Defective  port  frames,  linings  and  broken  glasses,  defective  heating! 
apparatus,  bunks,  water  closets,  lockers  and  leaky  decks  were  responsible 
for  the  greater  number  of  this  type  of  defect,  and  many  of  these  conditions 
were  caused  by  misuse  and  lack  of  attention.  Other  defects  dealt  witli 
were  defective  water  heaters,  showers,  entrance  doors,  water  service  pipes, 
hand  pumps,  floors,  unsheathed  ventilator  and  leaky  skylights. 


This  type  of  defect  was  found  on  board  4.1  per  cent,  of  the  Briti.sl: 
vessels  and  4.5  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  vessels  iiispected  during  the  year. 


Smokk  Nuisances 

Vessels  lying  in  the  docks  have  been  under  observation  and  when 
necessary,  those  in  charge  of  the  fires  on  board  have  been  cautioned  and 
requested  to  avoid  creating  a nuisance  by  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
when  raising  steam. 


Table  1 


VESSELS  INSPECTED— EOEEIGN  AND  COASTWISE 


Vessels 

Nuisances  and  Defects 

Vessels 

Number 

Inspected 

No.  found 
to  have 
Defects, 
etc.,  on 
Board 

No.  on 
which 
Defects 
etc,  were 
Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

From  Foreign  Ports 

British  Steamers 

217 

30 

30 

64 

64 

British  Motor  Vessels  ... 

106 

2 

2 

2 

2 

British  Sailing  Vessels... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  British 

323 

32 

32 

66 

66 

Foreign  Steamers 

188 

16 

14 

25 

20 

-oreign  Motor  Vessels  . . . 

90 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-oreign  Sailing  Vessels... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-oreign  Fishing  Vessels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

278 

17 

15 

26 

21 

Total  Vessels  from 
Foreign 

601 

49 

47 

92 

87 

From  Coastwise 

British  Steamers 

617 

56 

56 

93 

93 

British  Motor  Vessels  ... 

410 

10 

10 

16 

16 

British  Sailing  Vessels... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  British 

1,027 

66 

66 

109 

109 

-oreign  Steamers 

60 

9 

9 

13 

13 

-oreign  Motor  Vessels... 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-oreign  Sailing  Vessels... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

124 

9 

9 

13 

13 

Total  Vessels  from 
Coastwise 

1,151 

75 

75 

122 

122 

Total  from  Foreign 
and  Coastwise  ... 

1,752 

1 124 

122 

214 

209 

1() 


Taulk  1 1 

Showing-  number  of  Vessels  inspected,  classified  according  to 
Nationality  and  Defects  divscovered. 


Number  of  ! 

Defects  of  original 
construction 

Structural  Delects 
through  wear  &iid 
tear 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
or  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health 

Nationality 

No.  of 
Vessels 
Inspected 

Vessels 
on  which 
Defects  or 
Nuisances 
were 
found. 

Nuisances 

and 

Defects 

found. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

No.  of 
Defects 
found 

No  of 
Vessels 
30ncerned 

No  of 
Defects 
found 

No  of 
Vessels 
Doncerned 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
fouud 

American  ... 

3 

Argentinian  . 

1 

Belgian 

6 

Brazilian 

I 

British 

1360 

98 

175 

55 

73 

75 

102 

Danish 

26 

Dutch 

119 

Egyptian  ... 

1 

Finnish 

18 

French 

85 

1 

i 

1 

i 

German 

1 

.... 

Greek 

8 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Italian 

7 

4 

6 

2 

3 

3 

9 

o 

Norwegian  . 

49 

6 

8 

3 

5 

3 

3 

Panamanian  . 

13 

8 

15 

8 

10 

4 

5 

Portuguese  . 

9 

Russian 

1 

Spanish 

13 

5 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Swedish 

38 

Uruguayan  . 
Yugo-Slavian 

1 

2 

....- 

Totals  ... 

1752 

124 

214 

73 

96 

90 

118 

Tahle  III 


NTDSANCES  AND  DEFECTS 


Nationality 

of 

Vessels 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 
Defects 

Structural 
Defects 
through 
Wear  and 
Tear 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 
Defects. 

Dirt, 
Vermin 
and  other 
Conditions 
Prejudicial 
to  Health 

Per  Cent, 
of  Total 
Defects 

BRITISH 

— 

— 

73 

34.1 

102 

47.7 

FOREIGN 

— 

— 

23 

10.7 

16 

7.5 

TOTALS 

— 

— 

96 

44.8 

118 

55.2 

17 


Table  IV 

NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Found 

On 

British 

Vessels 

On 

Foreign 

Vessels 

Total 

Found 

Defective  Bunks  and  Fittings 

19 

19 

,,  Decks  ... 

2 

— 

2 

,,  Floors  ... 

3 

— 

3 

,,  Floor  Coverings 

9 

— 

9 

,,  Handpumps 

2 

— 

2 

,,  Heating  Apparatus  & Fittings  ... 

22 

5 

27 

,,  Ports,  etc. 

14 

17 

31 

,,  Showers  and  Fittings 

2 

— 

2 

,,  Steam  Heaters  ... 

4 

— 

4 

,,  Steam  Pipe 

1 

— 

1 

,,  Stove  Funnel 

— 

1 

1 

,,  Ventilators 

6 

1 

7 

,,  Washbowls 

2 

— 

2 

,,  Water  Closets  and  Fittings 

26 

16 

42 

,,  Water  Heaters 

3 

— 

3 

Dirty  Beds 

364 

10 

374 

,,  Crew  Rooms  and  Quarters 

242 

4 

246 

,,  Lockers 

353 

— 

353 

,,  Messrooms 

58 

2 

60 

,,  Washplaces 

29 

— 

29 

Choked  Scuppers  and  Sinks 

9 

2 

1 1 

Choked  Washbasins 

3 

— 

3 

Deck  Refuse 

4 

3 

7 

Foul  Water  Closets 

23 

1 1 

34 

Insufficient  Ventilation 



6 

6 

Leaky  Decks,  etc. 

3 

2 

5 

Quayside  Nuisances 

64 

12 

76 

Unsheathed  Ventilator 



1 

1 

Verminous  Pantries,  Galleys  & Storerooms  ... 

24 

1 

25 

Verminous  Quarters,  Berths  & Messrooms... 

334 

8 

342 

RAT  DESTRUCTION 

The  warehouses,  sheds,  quays,  hoists,  sidiugs,  river  banks,  wharves 
and  private  premises  within  the  district  were  periodically  inspected. 
The  Docks  and  Inland  W^aterways  Executive’s  Ratcatcher  co-operates 
with  the  Port  Health  Stall,  and  immediate  measures  are  taken  when  fresh 
evidence  of  rats  are  seen  or  their  presence  reported.  9,800  poison  baits 
were  laid  down  by  the  Authority’s  Ratcatcher  during  the  year  and  220 
rats  were  found  dead  after  the  poisoning.  Of  these  16  were  picked  up 
on  the  banks  of  the  River  Usk,  117  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Ebbw,  and 
87  within  the  Docks.  The  number  of  rats  destroyed  on  board  vessels 
during  the  year  was  366.  17  vessels  were  fumigated  b^'’  means  of  hydrogen 
cyanide  (prussic  acid  gas),  239  rats  being  killed,  whilst  a further  50  rats 
were  destroyed  on  9 of  these  vessels  by  means  of  traps  and  poison  baits. 
On  20  vessels,  deratisation  was  carried  out  by  measures  of  tra])])ing  and 
poison  baits,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  77  rats. 

In  addition  to  the  rats  shown  in  Table  Y,  the  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive’s  Ratcatcher  destroyed  750  rats  and  331  mice,  by 
means  of  traps  and  poison  baits  within  tlie  Dock  Premises. 
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Ta]!LE  V 


Number  of  Rats  Destroyed 


.Method  ot 
Uesiruction 

On  Vessels 

Ashore 

Total  .Number 
of 

Rats  Killed 

Brow  n 

Black 

Brown  | Black 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Fumigration  by  HCN 
Fumig-ation  by  Sulphur 
Trapping- 
Poison  Bait 

Dog'S  and  Ferrets 

.... 

94 

31 

18 

145 

42 

36 

69 

151 

239 

"3 

274 

A]]  Methods 

143 

223 

69 

151 

586 

Fifty-eiglit  vessels  were  inspected  and  searched  in  connection  witli 
the  issue  of  deratisation  exemption  certificates. 


Certificates  issued: — Deratisation,  19;  Exemption,  58;  Total,  77. 

With  a few  exceptions,  all  vessels  from  foreign  ports  are  examined 
for  evidence  of  rats,  and  when  rec-ent  indications  are  found  precautions 
are  taken  to  prevent  the  rats  making  tlieir  way  to  the  shore. 

Vessels  From  Infected  Areas 

Forty-three  of  the  vessels  inspected  during  the  year  were  from 
infected  areas.  These  vessels  were  boarded  in  the  Entrance  Locks  or  im- 
mediately upon  arrival  at  their  berths  and  being  from  Typhus  Fever 
infected  areas  were  examined  for  evidence  of  vermin,  in  conjunction  with 
tlie  medical  examination  of  the  crews. 

Importation  of  Animals 

The  various  orders  with  reference  to  the  importation  of  canine  and 
other  animals  have  been  enforced  during  the  year.  82  dogs  and  307  catt 
were  carried  on  board  236  vessels  entering  the  Port. 

4 horses,  29  cattle  and  I goat  were  brought  into  the  Port  on  boarc 
6 vessels  as  cargo  for  export  and  all  the  animals  were  kept  on  board  tin 
ships  and  taken  away  from  the  Port  when  the  vessels  departed. 

Two  jaguars  were  brought  into  the  Port  on  a vessel  and  were  removed 
under  permit,  to  the  Bristol  Zoo. 

THE  PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT) 
REGFLATIONS,  1930 

The  importation  of  any  bird  of  the  parrot  species  is  prohibited  Ir 
these  regulations,  unless  for  consignment  to  the  London  Zoological  vSociet 
or  by  special  permission  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  en(|uiries  are  mad 
on  all  foreign  going  vessels  as  to  tlie  presence  of  any  bird  on  board. 

Three  budgerigars  were  brought  into  the  Port,  during  the  year,  o 
board  two  vessels.  Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners  prohibiting  th 
removal  of  the  birds  from  the  vessels  and  in  all  cases  written  undertakinp 
were  given  that  the  birds  would  not  be  landed.  The  birds  were  in 
healthy  condition  and  were  taken  away  on  board  the  vessels  when  the 
left  the  Port. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

FOOD  AND  DEUGS  ACTS  1938  AND  1944. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPOETED  FOOD) 
EEGULATIONS,  1937  AND  1948 

Tlie  inspectiou,  examination  and  control  of  foodstuFs  imported  under 
tire  above  regulations  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise. 

The  amount  of  foodstuFs  landed  in  the  Port  during  the  year  was 
29,047  tons  which  included  coastwise  cargoes  of  grain  and  flour.  Most  of 
the  remaining  items  were  imported  from  Continental  Countries. 

Foods : — 

Apple  Juice,  3,957  tons;  Apple  Pomace,  455  tons;  Bakery  Cream, 
etc.,  355  tons;  Beans  and  Peas,  29  tons;  Beer,  10  tons;  Biscuits,  etc.,  70 
tons;  Blancmange  Powders,  55  tons;  Canned  Meats,  etc.,  774  tons; 
Canned  Vegetables,  etc.,  33  tons;  Casings,  3 tons;  Casein,  25  tons; 
Cheese,  500  tons;  Cockles,  7 tons;  Confectionery,  144  tons;  Farina,  45 
tons;  hTour,  2,407  tons;  Fondants,  etc.,  191  tons;  Fruit  and  Pulp,  79 
tons;  Jelly  and  Crystals,  35  tons;  Unions,  758  tons;  Salted  OFal,  etc.,  7 
tons;  Spirits,  15  tons;  Sugar,  5,943  tons;  "Wheat,  13,150  tons. 

Foods  condemned  and  disposed  of  for  purposes  other  tlian  human 
consumption  were  : — 

Wheat,  5,600  lbs.;  Milk,  106  lbs.;  Pigs  Feet,  846  lbs.;  Ships’ 
Provisions,  1,390  lbs. 

A sample  of  salted  cockles  was  taken  tor  bacteriological  examination 
and  it  was  reported  that  no  organisms  of  the  enteric  salmonella  or 
dysentery  groups  were  isolated. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PEESEEVATIVES,  ET(’.,  IN  FOOD) 
EEGULATIONS.  1925-1948 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these  regulations 
during  the  year. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPOETED  MILK) 
EEGULATIONS,  1926 

No  importation  of  milk  to  which  the  above  regulations  apply  was 
made  during  the  year. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL-FISH) 
EEGULATIONS,  1934  AND  1948 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  laying  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Authority. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  M.  SCOEEEE, 

Senior  Port  Sanitarjj  Inspector. 
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